170 DECLINE OF LIBERTY IN ENGLAND
universally accepted by our world. We see the
Central Empires of Europe exerting all their strength
(as I write these words) to crush out all liberty in any
real sense. The world is to become Prussian ; all
races of all colours are to use Prussian words and
to use the vile Prussian script. There is no room
for any private god except the German god. There
is no time under the Prussian drill-sergeant to
think of anything but Prussia. A series of highly
fortunate coincidences which our forefathers would
have called providential, seem to have thwarted the
ultimate success of the Prussian idea ; but there is
still the danger of being infected by the corpse as
indeed we were infected by the living body before the
war when Mr Lloyd George and his political friends
thought it necessary to go to Berlin at every stage of
their attempt to set up the Servile State in England.

There are, however, other countries in the world
besides the Central Empires, and in those countries
the old ideals which presuppose the existence of
individual liberty still prevail. In these countries
(and especially our own) the modern attitude to the
problem of life is threefold, namely:

(a) The religious or quietist view,

(6) The intellectual and contemplative view, and

(c) What I find it convenient to call the " Culti-
vate your garden view.55 It is in fact the philosophy
of Voltaire.

(a) This classification naturally includes all de-
nominations of the Christian religion, large or
small; but above and beyond this there has
certainly been a revival of mysticism which would
claim to be altogether independent of Christianity.